II. Teaching and learning English
in digital times: suggested
workshop materials

SECOND SEC T I ON

module

1

THE ENVIRONMENT IN OUR LIVES

AUTHORS

Objectives:

Adriana Aoki Cruz,

• To share opinions about the environment in English;

Sandra Luiza Dos Santos

• To recognize the blog as a digital genre;

and Monica Aparecida Do

• To be able to read and interpret texts about the environment in blogs;

Carmo Souza2

• To post comments in blogs

Target group: High school students
Digital genre: Blogs

I - DEVELOPING ACTION CAPACITY
Language production situation:
You want to share your opinion with people around the world about controversial issues related to
the environment. How would you do so? Find a blog related to the topic and post your opinion!

Talking about...
1. Think about the following pictures. What are they related to? How can
we name each of these situations?

4. Didactic material developed under the supervision of Eliane Segati Rios-Registro, Lucas Moreira dos Anjos-Santos, Michele Salles El
Kadri, Raquel Gamero during the workshop “Technological Tools for the Professional Development and for English Language Learning and
Teaching”, in 2011.
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2. Can you recognize the words related to these pictures? Write them in the chart in order to
show if they represent positive or negative ideas regarding the environment:
GLOBAL WARMING

SAVE WATER

PROTECT THE ANIMALS

POLLUTION

ACCUMULATED TRASH

POSITIVE

NEGATIVE

3. Do you recognize this symbol? Where can you find it?

THE ENVIRONMENT IN OUR LIVES

65

4. Visit the websites listed below and then complete the chart.
http://environmentcartoons.blogspot.com/
http://eartheasy.com/blog/2009/03/environmental-websites-for-kids/
http://www.ecokids.ca/pub/index.cfm
Who
produced
it ?

When
was it
produced?

Where
was it
produced?

Who is it
addressed
to?

Where
How was it
was it
produced? produced?

http://environmentcartoons.
blogspot.com/

http://eartheasy.com/
blog/2009/03/environmentalwebsites-for-kids/

http://www.ecokids.ca/pub/
index.cfm

5. Look at the websites again and answer the questions below:
5.1 What is the common subject in these sites?
(a)

Politics

(b)

Environment

(c)

Sports

(d)

Health

5.2 How did you recognize the subject? Copy some expressions from the text related to
the theme.

5.2 What kind of websites are they? What do you know about them? Do you have one?
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I - DEVELOPING DISCURSIVE CAPACITY
1.

Look at the following website http://environmentcartoons.blogspot.com/ and note which
elements from the following table are found in it:
ELEMENTS

Y/N

Y/N

ELEMENTS

Name

Videos

Website

Profile

Description

Games

Post date

Contents

Comments

1

5
2
3
4

6

2. Answer these questions based on the previous activity: Is it a blog? How do you know? What
do you know about this genre?

3. Go back to the exercise and name the elements asked in the arrows. How do you know it?
What do you know about this genre?
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4. Now, visit the site http://www.ecofriendlykids.co.uk/. Can you identify all the blog elements in the
site below? Is it a blog? Why?

Read about blogs.
WHAT IS A “BLOG”?
“Blog” is an abbreviated version of “weblog,” which is a term used to describe web sites
that maintain an ongoing chronicle of information. A blog features diary-type commentary
and links to articles on other Web sites, usually presented as a list of entries in reverse
chronological order. Blogs range from the personal to the political, and can focus on one
narrow subject or a whole range of subjects.
http://codex.wordpress.org/Introduction_to_Blogging

1. Now that you have read a definition of what a blog is, can you differentiate blogs from personal
diaries? Come up with some characteristics in relation to the differences and similarities between
blogs and personal diaries and write them down.
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III – DEVELOPING DISCURSIVE LINGUISTIC CAPACITY
1. Let´s look at these comments (or find another blog if you have access to computers) and see how
people are positioning themselves regarding the topics. Which comment(s) do you agree with? Why?

http://eartheasy.com/blog/2009/03/environmental-websites-for-kids/#idc-cover (30/09/2011)

2. In this section taken from the blog, “Eartheasy”, you can read some comments written by people.
What are their characteristics? Check the correct option.

Blogs

a) ( ) short			

(

) long

comments

b) ( ) written by the blog author

(

) written by the blog visitor

are usually:

c) ( ) based on research

(

) based on people´s opinions

d) ( ) about something you read

(

) about something you hear

e) ( ) written on an e-mail

(

) written on the blog page

f) ( ) written in the first person “I” (

) written in the second
person “you”
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3. Read the comments again and answer the questions:
a. Qual comentário é o mais antigo? Retire a expressão do texto que justifique sua resposta.

b. De onde são as pessoas que comentaram no blog?

c. Você consegue identificar se as pessoas que escreveram são adultas ou crianças? Quais
expressões comprovam sua afirmação?

d. No terceiro comentário, há algumas palavras escritas diferentemente da variedade padrão da
língua inglesa. Quais são elas? O uso de tais palavras afeta a interação entre os participantes
nesse contexto? Porquê?

4. Match the words taken from the blog’s comments to their definitions:
a. shame			

(

) to take action about something

b. trip				

(

) to make something appear less important

c. to deal			

(

) an uncomfortable feeling of guilt

d. overshadow		

(

) differently, or in another way

e. otherwise			

(

) the act of traveling from one place to another

5. Some words were taken out from the following comment. Complete the text using them: otherwise
– and – like.
I know as a kid I spent far more time interacting with video games than with my parents. It
helped me gain an obsession for victory ………..…….. a strategic mind. Having games for the
environment seems ……..…..……. an amazing idea, assuming the message doesn’t overshadow
the fun the game is supposed to provide; …………………. the kids won’t be playing them long
enough to learn anything.

70

SECOND SECTION

|

module 1

TIPS

The words and /like/ otherwise are examples of discourse markers.
These words help writers to develop their ideas by linking sentences
and ideas. So, they are important features of textual cohesion.

6. Observe os marcadores discursivos retirados do comentário acima e relacione-os com a ideia ou
noção que eles expressam:
a. and		

(

) contraste (contrapor ideias)

b. like			

(

) adição (acrescentar ou ligar ideias)

c. otherwise		

(

) exemplificação (exemplificar)

7. In blogs people usually post comments about different subjects, so they use some
expressions to share their opinions. Read the examples of comments below and
underline these expressions.
“I think it is very important for children to understand about environmental issues.”
“I believe that this blog gives an excellent listing.”
“That’s great! Kids need access to a lot of information in order to be knowledgeable about nature.”
“I would like to politely disagree and say that kids do enjoy reading…”
“I recommend this website!”
“In my opinion kids are an important part to address the environmental problem.”

FINAL PRODUCTION SITUATION:
1. Now it’s your turn. There is a really controversial topic being discussed around the world and you want
to contribute to it with your experience in Brazil.
a. Visit this blog <http://eartheasy.com/blog/2009/03/environmental-websites-for-kids/#idccover> and surf on the websites suggested.
b. Write a first draft of a comment you would like to submit to the blog.
c. Share your draft with a classmate and give suggestions on how to improve each other’s comments.
d. Rewrite your first draft and ask your teacher for feedback.
e. Taking into consideration your teacher’s and classmate’s feedback to your comment, edit and
produce the final version and post it online.
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ENVIRONMENT IN THE FORUM
Público-alvo: Oitava série do Ensino Fundamental.  

Darnele Zanatta ,
5

Rosa Eleana Favoretto de

Objectives:

Andrade,

• Posicionar-se em um fórum sobre meio-ambiente.

Tânia Maria Alves and
Vanderlene Candido de

Objetivo específico

Barros

• Mobilizar os conhecimentos prévios.
• Reconhecer as características do gênero “fórum”.
• Identificar os aspectos léxico-gramaticais do gênero.
• Interagir em um fórum.

Initial production:
Visit http://www.altenergyshift.com/ and state your position
in relation to current environmental problems.

5.   Didactic material developed under the supervision of Eliane Segati Rios-Registro, Lucas Moreira dos Anjos-Santos, Michele Salles El
Kadri, Raquel Gamero during the workshop “Technological Tools for the Professional Development and for English Language Learning and
Teaching”, in 2011.
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I - LET’S WORK ON YOUR ACTION CAPACITY
1. Let’s check your relationship with the environment.
a. Do you care about the environment?

b. Have you ever done something to help the environment?

c. Have you ever exchanged experiences with someone about the environment?

2. Now let’s watch a video about the environment:
Fonte:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0zPcR7wgh0c
(accessed on July 9, 2011)

a. What’s your position on this video?

b. What about exchanging experiences with someone about this?

c. Do you know what a forum is?

d. Let’s participate in a forum?  Find a discussion about the environment on the web and post
your opinion. Write a draft in the space below (if you want to!).
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3. Look at these layouts and identify the image which corresponds to a forum. Justify your
answer.
1-

http://www.altenergyshift.com

2-

http://www.theenvironmentalblog.org/ (accessed on July,7)

3-

http://www.flickr.com/photos/
rockbandit/3028648580/
(accessed on Sep. 24)
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II - LET’S WORK WITH YOUR DISCURSIVE LINGUISTIC CAPACITY
1. Answer the questions.
Questions

Answers

a. What are forums for?
b.How is the text organized in a
forum? What kind of language is
used?
c.Is the organization important to
recognize a forum?
d. What kind of subjects can be
focused on in a forum?
e. Who can interact by discussing
in a forum?

2. Look at comment number 2 and answer the questions below.

1

2

3

4

Writing a comment

Proposed subject

Posting your comment

Other Users’ comments

Your name

http://www.quizmoz.com/quizzes/EarthScience-Quizzes/a/Air-Pollution-QuizDiscussion-forum.asp (accessed on July, 7)
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III - LET’S WORK YOUR DISCURSIVE LINGUISTIC CAPACITY
1. Look at phrase number two and answer the questions below.
By: vijion Jan 18, 2011
2. save our mother earth by controlling air pollution

Questions

Answers

a. What do they want to save?
b. what needs to be controlled?
c. Do you agree with this comment?
d. Which verb was used in this
phrase?

3. Read comment number 6:
By: HARINI on Oct 2, 2009
6. Stop deforestation.Plant a tree at least on the world environment day.
Ban plastic bags.Conserve electricity.

a. Who wrote this comment?

b. He is worried about                                .He proposes to ban                                  ,
plant                             and                                         .
c. Which verbs did he use in this comment?

Did you know?

TIPS

An imperative sentence usually begins with the base form of a verb
(without to).    
Ex. to plant (plantar) - infinitive    |       Plant (plante) - imperative
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Based on the information given, which imperative verbs did he use?   Why is the use of the
imperative important in this situation?

LET´S PRACTICE IT?
1. Make up sentences in the imperative form asking people to help the environment.

2. What do you think about interacting in this forum? Organize yourselves in groups of 4 and
let´s go to the lab. Access the link below and use the following guidelines to produce a
comment on a forum positioning yourself.
http://www.quizmoz.com/quizzes/Earth-Science-Quizzes/a/Air-Pollution-Quiz-Discussion-forum.asp

a. Write a first draft of a comment you would like to submit to the forum
b. Share your draft with a classmate and give suggestions on how to improve each
other’s comments.
c. Rewrite your first draft and ask your teacher for feedback on your comment.
d. Taking into consideration your teacher’s and classmate’s feedback to your
comment, edit and produce the final version and post it online.
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Who am I? ...
Let’s edit a profile!

SE C O N D SE C T I O N

module

AUTHORS

Target: 8th grade – public school

Claudinéia de Souza Rolim

6

Rosângela Scaloni

Objectives:

Vendramini

• Reconhecer o gênero profile (perfil);
• Ter consciência das consequências do tipo de informação disponibilizada
nos perfis;
• Produzir o gênero perfil no Facebook;

Initial situation:
As instruções sobre a semana cultural da disciplina de inglês
serão disponibilizadas no Facebook, bem como as fotos,
recados, dicas, eventos e tarefas. Are you on Facebook?
Para participar das redes sociais é necessário criar um perfil.
Create your profile by signing up on Facebook!

I - DEVELOPING ACTION CAPACITY
What are
Social
Networks?

Social Networks are one of the ways people
interact with each other in the 21st century.
Do you want to know what they really mean?

6. Didactic material developed under the supervision of Eliane Segati Rios-Registro, Lucas Moreira dos Anjos-Santos, Michele Salles El
Kadri, Raquel Gamero during the workshop “Technological Tools for the Professional Development and for English Language Learning and
Teaching”, in 2011.
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A social networking service is a platform to build social networks or social relations among
people who, for example, share interests, activities, backgrounds, or real-life connections. A social
network service consists of a representation of each user (often a profile), his/her social links, and
a variety of additional services. Most social network services are web-based and provide means
for users to interact over the Internet, such as e-mail and instant messaging. Online community
services are sometimes considered as a social network service, though in a broader sense, social
network service usually means an individual-centered service whereas online community services
are group-centered. Social networking sites allow users to share ideas, pictures, posts, activities,
events, and interests with people in their network.
The main types of social networking services are those that contain category places (such as
former school year or classmates), means to connect with friends (usually with self-description
pages), and a recommendation system linked to trust. Popular methods now combine many of
these, with American-based services such as Facebook, Google, Twitter widely used worldwide;
Nexopia in Canada; Badoo, Bebo, VKontakte, Draugiem.lv (mostly in Latvia), Hi5, Hyves (mostly
in The Netherlands), iWiW (mostly in Hungary), Nasza-Klasa, Soup (mostly in Poland), Glocals in
Switzerland, Skyrock, The Sphere, StudiVZ (mostly in Germany), Tagged, Tuenti (mostly in Spain),
and XING in parts of europe; Hi5 and Orkut in South America and Central America; Mxit in Africa;
and Cyworld, Mixi, Orkut, renren, weibo and Wretch in Asia and the Pacific Islands.There have
been attempts to standardize these services to avoid the need to duplicate entries of friends and
interests (see the FOAF standard and the Open Source Initiative). A 2011 survey found that 47%
of American adults use a social networking service.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_networking_service

1. Discuss with your classmates:
a. Do you enjoy engaging in social networks?

b. Which social networks do you use? Why?
Twitter    

Orkut  

Blog       

Youtube

Facebook    

Others:
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c. How often do you use them?

d. What do you need in order to participate in social networks?

2. Look at the text below. What kind of text is this?

Questions

Answers

a. Who is this text generally written by?
b. Who is this text addressed to?
c. Why do people write/read it?
d.When is it usually written?
e. Where can you find it?
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books

internet

Facebook

magazines    

newspaper

social
network

Twitter    

Orkut

Blog

module 3

II - DEVELOPING DISCURSIVE CAPACITY:
1. Look the texts below, tick (x) which of them are profiles and justify your choices.

a)

www.google.co.uk/imghp

b)

http://ivyjoy.com/fables/duckling.html

c)

www.dokeos.com/en/node/278
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d)

www.strobepromo.com/blog/index.php/tag/facebook/

e)

http://iteslj.org/c/jokes.html

f)

http://www.tripmi.ie/

f)

www.love-poems.me.uk/stevenson_love_what_is_love.htm
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2. Think about the organization of a profile and mark which of the following elements generally
appear in profiles.
Name

City

Sex

Address

Relationship

Age

Telephone number

Parents’ names

Education

E-mail

Interest

Photo

3. Put this profile in the correct order.

4. Visit the links below or others from your friends and complete the chart below with the information
available in each one.
http://www.facebook.com/

http://youtube.com.br

http://www.orkut.com/

blog.giselebundchen.com.br

http://twitter.com/#!/login
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Facebook

Orkut

Twitter

Youtube

Blog

Name Age
Date of Birthday
Languages
Relationship
Education and work
Likes and dislikes
About me
City
E-mail

III - DEVELOPING LINGUISTIC- DISCURSIVE CAPACITIES
1. Read the basic information section of the texts below and write (in Portuguese) who the author of
each expression is.

Text 1

Text 2

Text 3
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a) Eu sou realmente tímida. _________________
b) Eu moro em Stuttgart há um ano. ____________________
c) Um dia eu estarei morto...._________________
d) Eu ainda estou tentando conhecer a mim mesma.  _______________________
e) Tentando aperfeiçoar a língua alemã.  ______________________
f) Então todos vocês sentirão muito. ______________________
g) Eu sempre tenho medo. _____________________
h) Conseguir um lugar para estudar alguma coisa interessante. _______________
i) Mas eu sempre tento ver o melhor de cada situação. _________________
j) Eu sempre faço coisas estúpidas / bobas... ___________________

2. What are the verb tenses in the texts above?  Why are these verb tenses used in each occasion?
Simple Present

Simple Future

Infinitive

Present Continuous

Gerund

Text 1
Text 2
Text 3

3. Copy from the texts above verbs or sentences that show your answers in activity 2. Give just one
example of each:

Text 1
Text 2
Text 3

4. Look up the words below in the dictionary and match the columns:
1. Hometown

Interessado

2. Language

Cidade atual

3. Interested

Cidade Natal

4. Birthday

Sobre mim

5. Current city

Língua

6. About me

Aniversário

WHO AM I?.... LET’S EDIT A PROFILE!

85

5. What’s the difference between “Profile Picture” and “Take a picture”? Discuss with your classmates
and write your opinion:

6. Work in pairs. Match the words from the box below to the words in Portuguese.

1) single

4) it´s complicated

7) engaged

2) in an open relationship

5) separated

8) in a relationship

3) married

6) divorced

9) widowed

viúvo

solteiro

divorciado

casado

noivo (a)

enrolado

separado

comprometido

relação aberta

7. Look at “The Simpsons Family Tree” and write their names according to the members of the family:

http://english-gardner.blogspot.com/2011_05_01_archive.html
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MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY

PEOPLE’S NAME

Wife and husband:

Sister and brother

Mother and father

Daughter and son
Aunt and uncle
Niece and nephew

Cousins
Grandmother and
grandfather
Granddaughter and
grandson
Sister-in-law and
brother-in-law
Mother-in-law and
father-in-law
Daughter-in-law and
brother-in-law

8. Think! And Answer in English:
a) Who is the member of the family who married your father for the second time but she isn’t your
mother?

b) Who is the member of the family who married your mother for the second time but he isn’t your
father?
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9. Write the appropriate word next to the sign that represents it.

College

University

High School

formaturacep.blogspot.com/2010/09/o-blog-formatura-cep-2010.html
www.jgpnilsonribas.seed.pr.gov.br/modules/conteudo/conteudo.php?conteudo=1

picasaweb.google.com/lh/photo/gZLoCQ-0iyoOjKYA4IR7Fw
www.sempretops.com/informacao/unopar-colaborar-%E2%80%93-area-do-aluno-2/

prpaulofabricio.blogspot.com/2011/02/descoberta-receita-original-da-coca.html
www.salaodecarros.com.br/fiat.php

www.dad.uem.br/especs/index.php
www.uel.br/eventos/salaodeextensao/pages/download-logomarcas.php
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Employer

10. Sports, Arts and Entertainment. What’s your favorite?

Music:

Games:

Books:

Sports:

Movies:

Team:

Tv:

Athetes:

11. Now, write one paragraph using this information, informing your friends about your likes/dislikes.

12. What are these? Link the arrows to the information:
Street

http://www.ufpr.br

E-mail

bc@ufpr.br

Website
Phone

(41) 3360-5000
Rua XV de Novembro, 1290

City / Town

Curitiba

Neighborhood

80.060.000

Zip

Centro
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13. Read and mark the correct alternative:

“To be or not to be, that is the question.”
(Shakespeare)

This is a song.

This is news.

This is a quotation.

This is a dialog.

14. What is the relation between quotations and profile? What might the use of quotations in profiles
show about their producers?

15. If you were to use a quotation in your profile, which would it be? Surf through the net and find
examples of quotations you would like to use.

16. Choose a person who inspires you. Then tell a classmate why he/she is important to you.

Other
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17. Final production: Creating your own profile!
If you don´t have it yet, create a profile on Facebook.
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FACEBOOK GAMES: FARMVILLE

Themes:

Gledson Bernardelli Pereira

•  Environment;

7

Mays Alessandra Masson

•  Cultural diversity;
Target Group:
• 5th grade
General Objectives
• To play the game.
Specific Objectives
• To learn language while having fun;
• To improve vocabulary about farming, animal care, parts of the body;
clothes; fruits, animals, colors, numbers, buildings, time notion;
• To be aware about money and time management.
Content
• Visual language, voice of animals, imperative verbs, instructions and
requests.

Macro Social-Historical Context:

Internet – Facebook – Games
Micro Social-Historical Context:

Farmville game

7.   Didactic material developed under the supervision of Eliane Segati Rios-Registro, Lucas Moreira dos Anjos-Santos, Michele Salles El
Kadri, Raquel Gamero during the workshop “Technological Tools for the Professional Development and for English Language Learning and
Teaching”, in 2011.
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I - INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW THE TEACHER SHOULD ORGANIZE THE
ACTIVITY
Sign in to Facebook and access the game called Farmville. It is a digital game which creates
a virtual reality. Look at the layout below and find out the elements and their functions in the
game.

1. Send gifts to your friends, and you might get some presents as a thank you.
2. It sends you back to the game screen.
3. Ask your friends to be your neighbors; they will be able to help you when they visit your farm. You will also
be able to help them.
4. Invite your friends who do not play Farmville yet, so they can have fun with you.
5. Here is where people can buy Farmville money using real money, but if you take good care of your farm you
will not need it.
6. You buy cards that can be traded and are worth some Farmville money, but it is not necessary either (Very
difficult to find the card here in Brazil).
7. When your friends ask for help or send you some gift, you can answer their requests by clicking here.
8. Here you can see the amount of coins you have.
9. It shows how much farmcash you have.
10. This is where you can check your progress in the game and if it will take long for you to reach the next level.
11. This is the name of your farm.
12. Working with goals is always better, the game will give you some goals and you will get rewards when you
achieve them.
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13. That’s you. You can always change your looks and your clothes.
14. These are your crops, you always have to plow, plant and harvest when they are ready. You have to keep
track of the harvesting time so your crops won’t wither.
15. Your trees have harvesting time as well, but they will never wither, so it’s always good to have a lot of
trees.
16. The animals are either given to you by friends or adopted by you when they are lost. They are a little
expensive, so asking your friends for animals is the best solution (The pink balloon over animals’ heads
means that they are ready for harvest).
17. When you have a tractor you can work on four crops at a time, but you need some fuel. This bar shows
you how much fuel you have left.
18. These are the screen controls: you can zoom in, zoom out and toggle full screen.
19. Place where you can see your neighbors; click the ones you want to send a free gift to, or those whose
farms you want to visit.
20. This button opens three other buttons: Multi-tool (has most of the functions in the game), Move tool (use
it when you want to move objects, buildings or animals from one place to another), Recycle tool (it’s where
you delete things from your farm).
21. Plow tool: it prepares your land to be planted (When you have tractors, you can find them here as well).
22. Here you can set a cooperative job, where you and your friends will work together to achieve a bigger goal.
23. Ribbons are the prizes you get for achieving goals; you can check here how many you have got and what
you need to do to get more ribbons.
24. If you have enough money, you can buy many things in the market.
25. Whenever you get a gift from a friend, you can find it here.

ACTIVITIES SUGGESTED

1

ST STEP - CONTEXTUALIZING THE GAME:
Make groups of four or five students and give each group a board of “Snakes and Ladders” and one
dice.

How to play:
•  A player throws the dice and goes steps ahead according to the number shown
by the dice.

TIPS

•  If they fall on the bottom part of a stair, they can jump to the top of it, but if
they stop over the head of a snake, they have to jump back to its tail.
•  If they get to a number, another student takes a card with the same number
and reads the question. Most cards show a reward for good answers and a
punishment for bad answers.
•  The winner is the first student who gets to the head of the green snake.
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Snakes and Ladders

http://i.istockimg.com/file_thumbview_approve/12507400/2/stock-illustration-12507400-snakesand-ladders-board-game.jpg
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PICTURES SOURCES:
1. http://www.123rf.com; 2. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_8iwcbV2MvEY/TOZxrwJiYDI/AAAAAAAAAAk/mtRx63XWLhY/s1600/internet-turns-40.
jpg; 3. http://www.samu192df.com.br/samu/images/icones/Facebook_icon.png; 4. http://www.123rf.com 5. http://www.123rf.com; 6. http://
www.vinodnarayan.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/zynga-farmville-facebook.jpg;

7.http://www.more4kids.info/uploads/Image/May/Kids-

Planting-tree.jpg; 8. http://www.era.la/farmville-coming-to-your-tv.html

2

ND STEP: FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT THE GENRE
Tell students the following:
•   Internet: It’s a network that allows relations between computers all over the world.
•   Facebook: it’s a social network through which you can keep in touch with your family, friends, school
friends, and acquaintances.
•   This is a good time to warn them about the dangers of posting too much information online.
•   Farmville: it’s a game attached to Facebook that takes you to your very own farm, where you have
to plant, harvest, take care of the animals, build your stables, and accomplish goals in order to make
money so you can keep your farm growing.
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RD STEP: GETTING STARTED
•   Take students to the computer lab and help them create a Facebook account (it’s really important that
they use Facebook in English).
•   Introduce them to Facebook and help them add all of their classmates as friends.
•   Guide them to Farmville (click search on top of the page and type Farmville).
•   Lead them to click on “add neighbors” in order to have their classmates as neighboring farms so they can
help each other by sending gifts or by working on each other’s farm.

4

TH STEP: TURNING YOURSELF INTO A FARMER
•   Let students make their avatar, explain that it can be similar to them.
•   It’s a good idea to talk about the parts of the body and clothes.
•   Be careful when students are putting on the clothes, because some of them are paid.
•   A goal for describing their characteristics is to use adjectives in order to produce their avatar.

5

TH STEP: SETTING SOME GOALS IN THE GAME
•    At this point students will learn: seeds, fruits, vegetables, trees, flowers. Tell students to...
•    Choose what they want to plant (Explain that they have to pay attention to the growth time and how much
money they have to pay).
•   Go to another student’s farm and fertilize their crops.
•    Choose a friend and send him/her a gift. The gifts are free.

6

TH STEP: RETURNING TO THE FARM.
•   In this class, students have to:
•   Come back to their farm;
•   The crops will be withered, so the students have to visit other students’ farm to unwither them;
•   Then they will harvest their crops that were unwithered by their neighbors.

7

TH STEP: EXPANDING THE FARMS
•   Now that students know what to do, let them keep their farm growing and encourage them to keep on
using it in English and trading help and gifts with each other.
•   Always ask them for feedback on their farm progress.

Notes for the teacher:
There are many other games that can follow these instructions with a few adjustments.
Get to know this tool and be creative!
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