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ADDRES S I NG  

HUMAN  R I GH T S  

I N  ENG L I SH  

L ANGUAGE  

T EACH I NG

Educat i on  i n  Human  R igh ts  a ims  a t  bu i l d i ng  know ledge  
sk i l l s  and  a t t i t udes  to  p romote  respec t  fo r  r i gh t s  and  
f reedoms .  I n  B raz i l ,  o f f i c i a l  cu r r i cu l um  gu ide l i nes  pu t  
fo rward  recommendat i ons  fo r  the  top i c  to  be  
addressed  i n  bas i c  educa t i on .   Bea r i ng  i n  m ind  the  need  
to  c rea te  oppor tun i t i e s  fo r  Eng l i sh  l anguage  teach i ng  
to  cont r i bu te  to  Human  R igh ts  Educa t i on ,  t h i s  t each i ng  
un i t  was  des i gned  by  co l l abo ra to r s  o f  an  ex tens i on  
p rogram o f  the  Depar tment  o f  Fo re i gn  Languages  o f  
 Un i ve r s i dade  Es tadua l  de  Londr i na ,  B raz i l .    I t  was  f i r s t  
u sed  i n  a  l anguage  deve l opment  cou rse  fo r  s ta te  s choo l  
t eache rs  bu t  i t  c an  be  adapted  to  be  used  w i th  H igh  
Schoo l  s tudents .    
Le t ’s  beg i n !  
.  



In this unit, we are going to 
discuss the fundamental human 

right to education and to 
develop linguistic knowledge 

and reading, writing, listening 
and speaking skills .



C O M P L E T E  T H E  S E N T E N C E  

B E L O W :

EVERYONE  HAS  THE  

R I GHT  TO . . .

a )  Read  you r  sen tence  a l oud  and  l i s t en  to  you r  
c l a s smates .   Match  the  sen tences  to  one  o f  the  
top i c s  on  the  Human  R igh ts  Watch  webs i t e :  
h t tps : / /www.h rw .o rg  
b )  Lea rn  about  the  Un i ve r sa l  Dec l a ra t i on  o f  Human  
R igh ts  a t :  h t tp : / /www.un . o rg /en /un i ve r sa l -  
dec l a ra t i on -human- r i gh ts / .     
c )  Wr i t e  examp les  o f  v i o l a t i ons  o f  human  r i gh t s .

http://www.hrw.org/


LOOK  AT  THE  P I C TURE  AND  

ANSWER  THE  FO L LOW ING  

QUES T I ONS :  

a )  What  i s  go i ng  on  i n  th i s  p i c tu re?  
b )  What  do  you  see  tha t  makes  you  say  tha t?  
c )  What  more  can  you  f i nd?  

Vocabulary  study  

The  words  STRECHER ,  SALINE  BAG  and  BANDAGES  are  

re lated  to  the  picture  above .  Look  up  the  meaning  of  

each  one .  Then  write  a  sentence  about  the  picture  using  

these  words .  

Now  read  the  sentence  to  the  rest  of  the  class .  

Language  Focus    

Vis i t  the  website  below  and  f ind  out  about  the  words  

seem ,  appear ,  and  look .  

http : / /www .bbc .co .uk /worldserv ice / learningengl ish /gram  

mar / learnit / learnitv353 .shtml  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/grammar/learnit/learnitv353.shtml


WHO  

WHEN  

HOW  

WHY

Read  the  a r t i c l e  and  c rea te  a  

t ime l i ne  o f  the  events  r epor ted  

i n  the  tex t .  

THE  G IRL  WHO WANTED  TO  GO  

TO  SCHOOL  

h t tps : / /www.newyorke r . com/new 

s /news-desk / the-g i r l -who-  

wanted- to -go- to -schoo l  

https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/the-girl-who-wanted-to-go-to-school


W A T C H  T H E  V I D E O  “ M A L A L A  
Y O U S A F Z A I ,  1 6 ,  A N D  H E R  M I R A C U L O U S  
S T O R Y  O F  S U R V I V I N G  B E I N G  S H O T  B Y  
T H E  T A L I B A N ”  B Y    A B C  N E W S

F ina l l y  t on igh t ,  ou r  pe r son  o f  the  week .  There  was  anothe r  name  on  the  

sho r t  l i s t  f o r  the  Nobe l  peace  p r i ze  today .  Ma l a l a .  16  yea rs  o l d .  The  

younges t  nom inee .  She  was  shot  because  she  spoke  up  fo r  the  3 1  m i l l i on  

g i r l s  a round  the  wor l d  who  cannot  ge t  an  educa t i on .  He r  new  book  i s  “ I  am  

Ma l a l a ” .  And  ton igh t ,  t he  m i rac l e s ,  t he  reason  she  su rv i ved  tha t  bu l l e t  f rom 

the  Ta l i ban .  Two  men  approach  a  Pak i s tan i  s choo l  bus  l i ke  th i s  one ,  men  

w i th  bea rds  and  a  gun ,  a  co l t  45 .  One  o f  them c l imbs  on  the  bus  and  asks  a  

ques t i on .  Who  i s  Ma l a l a?  She  doesn ' t  r emember  what  happened  next .  He r  

f r i end  desc r i bes  the  moment .  He  ( 1 )  _______________________ ,  one  h i t  you  

on  the  l e f t  s i de  o f  my  head .  I  wou ld  have  been  do i ng  l i ke  th i s .  So  I  h i de  my  

face ,  because  the re  was  gunpowder  on  my  f i nge rs .  She  i s  b l eed i ng  i n  (2 )  

___________________ .  Bu t  two  hours  pass  be fo re  a  he l i cop te r  can  de l i ve r  

he r  f rom the  (3 )  _____________________  to  he r  m i l i t a r y  su rgeon .  He  spends  

f i ve  hou rs  t r y i ng  to  r e l i e ve  the  (4 )  ___________________ ,  and  remove  t i ny  

c l o t s .  ( 5 )  _____________________ ,  t he re  i s  someone  i n  Pak i s tan  fo r  the  f i r s t  

t ime ,  a  top  spec i a l i s t  i n  ped i a t r i c  t r auma  f rom Eng l and ,  D r .  F i ona  Reyno lds  

w i th  he r  co l l eague  Jav i d  Kayan i .  They  have  been  s i t t i ng  i n  l ong  

gove rnmenta l  meet i ngs  on  med i ca l  p rob l ems  when  sudden l y  D r .  Reyno lds  i s  

t o l d  to  (6 )  _____________________  and  t r y  to  save  the  l i f e  o f  a  f amous  and  

dy i ng  ch i l d .  The  tubes  have  g i ven  Ma l a l a  an  i n fec t i on ,  t he  mach ines  a re  

improper l y  se t .  He r  b l ood  i sn ' t  c l o t t i ng .  He r  l ungs  and  (7 )  

  ___________________ .  She  had  become  sept i c .  I t  was  obv i ous  she  had  a  (8 )  

___________________ .  D r .  Reyno lds  makes  a  (9 )  

  ____________________________ take  the  g rave l y  i l l  g i r l  on  ( 10 )  

______________________  to  a  h i gh  tech  hosp i t a l  i n  Eng l and .  F rom anothe r  

Mus l im  count ry  comes  a  l i f e  g i v i ng  o f fe r .  The  Em i r  o f  the  Un i ted  A rab  

Em i ra tes  sends  one  o f  h i s  r oya l  p l anes  ou t f i t t ed  as  a  hosp i t a l ,  s t a te  o f  the  

a r t  i n tens i ve  ca re  un i t .  And  fo r  the  en t i r e  e i gh t  hou r  f l i gh t  to  Eng l and ,  D r .  

Reyno lds  keeps  Ma l a l a  a l i v e  b rea th  by  b rea th ,  o rgan  by  o rgan .  

C O M P L E T E  T H E  T R A N S C R I P T  B E L O W  W I T H  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  E X P R E S S I O N S :  
A )    A N  E I G H T  H O U R  T R I P  
B )    B Y  A  S T R A N G E  C O I N C I D E N C E  
C )    F I R E D  T W O  B U L L E T S  
D )  G R A V E  C O N D I T I O N  
E )  K I D N E Y S  B E G I N  T O  F A I L  
F )    L I F E  T H R E A T E N I N G  I N F E C T I O N  
G )  L O C A L  H O S P I T A L  
H )  R A C E  O U T  
I )  R I S K Y  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N  
J )  S W E L L I N G  O N  H E R  B R A I N  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CXvs1vwiD0M


DOCUMENTARY  F I LMS

"DOCUMENTAR IES  BR ING  V IEWERS  INTO  NEW WORLDS
AND EXPER IENCES  THROUGH THE  PRESENTAT ION  OF
FACTUAL  INFORMAT ION  ABOUT  REAL  PEOPLE ,  PLACES ,
AND  EVENTS ,  GENERALLY  - -  BUT  NOT  ALWAYS  - -
PORTRAYED  THROUGH THE  USE  OF  ACTUAL  IMAGES
AND ART IFACTS .  BUT  FACTUAL ITY  ALONE  DOES  NOT
DEF INE  DOCUMENTARY  F ILMS ;  I T 'S  WHAT  THE
F ILMMAKER  DOES  W ITH  THOSE  FACTUAL  ELEMENTS ,
WEAV ING  THEM INTO  AN  OVERALL  NARRAT IVE  THAT
STR IVES  TO  BE  AS  COMPELL ING  AS  IT  I S  TRUTHFUL
AND IS  OFTEN GREATER  THAN THE  SUM OF  ITS  PARTS . "  

- -SHE ILA  CURRAN BERNARD ,  AUTHOR OF
DOCUMENTARY  STORYTELL ING  

WATCH THE  TRA ILER  OF  THE  DOCUMENTARY   
"HE  NAMED ME  MALALA"  AND  IDENT IFY  SOME OF  THE
F ILMMAKER ’S  CHO ICES  ON  HOW TO  PORTRAY  MALALA ’S
STORY .     

WHAT  PLACES ,  EVENTS  AND  S ITUAT IONS  WERE
CHOSEN?     
WHAT  D IFFERENT  “VO ICES”  WERE  USED?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vE5gSHJkusU


S PEAK I NG

What  impac t  d i d  Ma l a l a ' s  s to ry  have  on  you?  

" I f  I  had  an  o rd i na ry  mother  and  an  o rd i na ry  
f a the r ,  t hen  I  wou ld  have  two  ch i l d ren  now . "  

What  i s  t he  soc i a l  p rob l em be i ng  addressed  by  
Ma l a l a?  

What  do  you  know about  i t ?  


